
The Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute solicits articles and comments from associate members of the Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute for inclusion in this newsletter.  
Articles and comments should be directed to:  John W. Jones, Executive Director, Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute,  901 East Byrd Street, Suite 1301,  
Richmond, Virginia 23219, or phone (804) 225-7152.

A Message From  
VSI Executive Director  

John W. Jones     
On behalf of all of us at 
the Virginia Sheriffs’ 
Institute (VSI), I hope 
you and your family are 
excited to welcome back 
cooler temperatures to the 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
after an exceptionally hot and 
humid summer.

Fall in Virginia is a 
wonderful and active time 

for many Virginia residents, from the cooler days and 
beautiful fall foliage to school activities and festivals, and 
of course Halloween.  To ensure this fall season is a safe 
and enjoyable one, I have included some practical safety 
driving tips to help you navigate changing weather and 
temperatures, and the end of daylight savings time.  I hope 
you find this information valuable.

It is my privilege to serve as Executive Director of VSI, 
and I urge you to contact your sheriff’s office if you have 
any concerns about crime prevention or public safety 
efforts in your community.  

No sheriff’s office can operate effectively without the 
support and cooperation of the people it serves.  That is 
why I am so grateful for your continued support of the 
Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute!

Sincerely,

John W. Jones, Executive Director 
Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute 
901 East Byrd Street, Suite 1301 
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Virginia’s next drug take-back day will take place on 
October 26, 2024, between 10:00am-2:00pm.  This 
state-wide event is designed to prevent prescription 
drug abuse in our communities, including your 
locality, and to keep trace drugs out of our lakes and 
streams, since wastewater treatment plants cannot 
remove many compounds found in medications.
A few things to keep in mind if you would like to 
participate: 1) It is anonymous and free; 2) prescription 
and over-the-counter medications will be accepted; 
and 3) please do not give intravenous solutions, 
injectables, or needles.
Virginia residents are urged to find out if their 
community is participating in a prescription drug 
take-back event and if so to drop off their unused, 
unwanted, or expired medications for safe disposal at 
their local law enforcement agencies.
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Scammers continue to return to a tried-and-
true scam that involves posing as deputies.  
Victims report receiving phone calls from 
someone claiming to be a sheriff’s deputy 
who then threatens to arrest them if they do 
not pay a fine.

The scammers claim the person did not 
show up for jury duty or to serve on a 
grand jury.  To avoid arrest, the criminals 
urge potential victims to call a fake number 
or visit a bogus website to pay them with 
cryptocurrency gift cards or mobile apps.

People who have received these calls report 
they are told convincing information like 
the name and location of a courthouse, case 

numbers, and badge numbers — as well as 
personal information like their birthdays, 
home addresses, and maiden names.  They 
also may have the ability to spoof the phone 
number from the sheriff’s office, so it 
appears like the number is legitimate.

As a reminder, if you are scheduled for 
grand jury or jury duty, you will receive 
a letter in the mail.  

If you believe you or a family member may 
be the victim of fraud, please contact your 
local Sheriff’s Office to report the scam.  
You can also report fraud or scams on the 
Federal Trade Commission’s website at 
ReportFraud.ftc.gov.  If the financial fraud 
involves an individual who is 60 years 
and older, you may also contact the U.S. 
Department’s National Elder Fraud Hotline 
at 833-372-8311.  The hotline will assist 
in assessing the needs of the victim and 
helping them determine next steps.

BEWARE OF THIS SCAM
Many Virginians choose to tint their windows to keep 
the interior of their car cooler and protect the interior 
of their car from the damaging effects of UV sunlight.  
Illegally tinting your car can come with a pricey fine or 
more serious penalties for subsequent offenses.

In Virginia, cars (meaning passenger cars like sedans 
and coupes) can have window tint rated at 50% visible 
light transmission rating (VLT) or lighter on the front 
side windows, meaning those beside the driver and 
front passenger seat, and can have tint rated as dark as 
35% VLT on rear side windows as well as on the rear 
windshield.

Virginia tint laws for multi-purpose vehicles (MPVs), 
such as SUVs, trucks, and RVs, may have 50% or 
lighter VLT tinting on the front side windows and 
are allowed to have window tint of any darkness (this 
includes blackout privacy tint), on rear side windows 
and on the rear windshield.

Window tint applied to cars and MPVs may be as much 
as 20% reflective (or mirrored) in appearance.  Stickers 
identifying legal window tint are required in Virginia, 
so make sure your tint installer applies the proper 
stickers showing your tint is legal in the state.  To 
learn more, visit: https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/
title46.2/chapter10/section46.2-1052/

GET OUT AND VOTE 
NOVEMBER 5, 2024!
On November 5th, 2024, 
Virginians will go the polls and 
cast their vote for the next President of the 
United States, U.S. Representative and one U.S. 
Senator, as well as local offices and proposed 
constitutional amendments.  These are 
important decisions that could have a sweeping 
impact on the future of law enforcement efforts 
in Virginia and all across the country.  Learn 
about the candidates and get out and cast 
your vote on November 5th — either through 
absentee ballot or at your polling location in 
your community!   

To find out what polling location you’re assigned 
to, please visit https://www.elections.virginia.
gov/casting-a-ballot/polling-place-lookup/. 

HOW MUCH CAN YOU TINT? 

The Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute (VSI) 
memorializes law enforcement officers 
killed in the line of duty through a special 
Virginia license plate offered through the 
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV). The plate provides funding 
to commemorate Virginia’s fallen law 
enforcement heroes through the Virginia 
Law Enforcement Memorial Fund.

Support law enforcement by ordering 
the Law Enforcement Memorial plate 

through DMV’s website: https://www.
dmv.virginia.gov/vehicles/license-plates/
search/law-officers-memorial-0.

The license plate is available through the 
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles.  
If you are already proudly displaying your 
plate on your vehicle, VSI thanks you for 
your support which continues to generate 
valuable resources to recognize Virginia’s 
law enforcement officers.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS DANGERS
Daylight Saving Time ends at 
2 a.m. on Sunday, November 
3.  Sunrise and sunset will 
be about 1 hour earlier than 
the day before and occur at 
peak driving hours, creating a 
glare that can be dangerous 
for drivers.  According to the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
glare from the sun is the cause of about 9,000 
crashes each year. 

Since Virginians will be driving in the dark for 
a longer period of time, many people may feel 
drowsier behind the wheel.  To avoid driving 
drowsy as you adjust to the time change, drivers 
are urged to avoid alcohol and medications 
that could make them sleepy before driving.  If 
you notice you are yawning or drifting into the 
next lane, pull off the road and take a brief nap 
or a brisk walk.  

In addition, remain extra vigilant when driving 
in the dark.  Slow down, leave extra space 
between you and the vehicle in front of you, 
and avoid distractions.
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Want to Learn More About VSI?
Visit the VSI website today. We will keep you updated on important public 
safety and crime prevention information that could impact you and your 

family and provide important contact information as well.

https://vasheriffsinstitute.org

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN VSI & VSA?
The Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute (VSI) is the educational 
arm of the Virginia Sheriffs’ Association (VSA) in 
which citizens, like yourself, are eligible to become 
members. The proceeds supporting the VSI are used 
exclusively for the many training and educational 
programs held each year and our annual scholarship 
program of which we are very proud.  All contributions 
to the VSI are tax deductible.

The Virginia Sheriffs’ Association (VSA) is an 
organization established to represent the interests 
of sheriffs and law enforcement before the General 
Assembly in Virginia.  It is a professional trade 
organization in which contributions are not tax 
deductible. We send out appeals on their behalf twice 
a year.
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