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Contact: [Sheriff’s Name] 
Phone: [Sheriff’s Phone] 
Email: [Sheriff’s Email] 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Sheriff Encourages Local Residents to Support the  
Virginia Sheriffs' Institute (VSI) 
 
Richmond, VA – [DATE] – Sheriff [Name] is inviting [County/City] residents to join the Virginia Sheriffs' Institute (VSI) as members to strengthen public safety efforts and support the mission of Virginia’s sheriffs. 
Membership appeal letters will be sent to households in February 2025. Individuals can join the program with a contribution of $25, while businesses are encouraged to show their support with a $40 membership. 
Funds raised through this voluntary, tax-deductible program are critical to supporting several key initiatives, including: 
· Providing assistance to families of deputies or sheriffs killed in the line of duty, offering relief during difficult times. 
· Enhancing law enforcement training, ensuring officers are equipped with the latest skills and knowledge. 
· Public safety outreach and crime prevention programs, which directly benefit local communities. 
· Scholarships for Virginia students pursuing criminal justice degrees, fostering the next generation of law enforcement professionals. 
“Our associate membership drive is a vital part of what helps us keep our community safe,” said Sheriff [Name]. “Every membership strengthens our ability to serve and protect the people of [County/City], and we’re deeply grateful for the continued support of our residents and local businesses.” 
To join the Virginia Sheriffs' Institute as an Associate or Business member, visit www.vasheriffsinstitute.org. 
 
About the Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute 
Founded in 1981, the Virginia Sheriffs' Institute (VSI) is a statewide, non-profit organization that encourages charitable and educational activities among the sheriffs and deputies within the Commonwealth of Virginia to educate the public and to do any and all things to promote the enforcement of law and order and the suppression of crime. Registered with the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, VSI is dedicated to preserving peace and protecting the lives and property of Virginians. 
For more information about the VSI or its membership program, please contact John W. Jones, Executive Director, at (804) 225-7152 or via email at vsavsi@virginiasheriffs.org. 
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