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The holiday shopping season 
is just around the corner.  That 
means more packages arriving 
on front porches and more 
opportunities for “porch pirates” 
looking to steal them.

Fortunately, a few simple steps can help protect your 
deliveries.  If possible, schedule packages to arrive when 
someone is home, have them delivered to your workplace or 
a trusted neighbor, or use a secure delivery locker or pickup 
location.  You can also install a video doorbell or security 
camera and sign up for delivery notifications, so you know 
when packages arrive.  If you are traveling for the holidays, 
ask a friend, neighbor, or family member to collect packages 
until you return, or request that deliveries be held until you 
are home.

In Virginia, stealing delivered packages may be prosecuted 
under the Commonwealth’s larceny laws.  Theft of 
property valued at less than $1,000 is generally charged as 
a misdemeanor, while theft of property valued at $1,000 
or more is grand larceny, a felony punishable by up to 20 
years in prison.  In addition, Virginia law now makes many 
forms of mail theft a separate Class 6 felony, underscoring 
the Commonwealth’s commitment to protecting residents 
and their property. 

A little planning can go a long way toward keeping your 
holiday deliveries safe and out of the hands of porch pirates.

DON’T LET PORCH PIRATES 
RUIN THE HOLIDAYS

November 3, 2026, is Election Day, and 
Virginia residents will be able to go to 

the polls and cast their vote for their U.S. 
representatives in Congress, among other offices 

distinct to their districts.  

We know you care deeply about issues relating to fighting 
crime and keeping our communities safe, so please ensure 
your voice is heard at all levels of government in November.  
We do not endorse any candidates, so it is important to 
research the candidates, ask questions, and attend debates. 

Be sure to get out and cast your vote on November 3 — 
either through absentee ballot or at your polling location!  
To find out what polling location you are assigned to, visit 
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-ballot/polling-
place-lookup/.

GET OUT AND VOTEA Message From  
VSI Executive Director  

John W. Jones     
As we welcome the return of 
cooler temperatures to the 
Commonwealth, I want to 
personally thank you for 
your ongoing support of the 
Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute 
(VSI).  Your partnership plays 
an important role in helping 
Virginia’s Sheriff’s Offices 
keep our communities safe 
and informed.

Fall is a wonderful time for Virginians to take in an 
activity that allows you to enjoy the outdoors, including 
taking a scenic drive or biking route to view foliage 
across the state.  To ensure this fall season is a safe and 
enjoyable one, your newsletter includes some practical 
tips to help keep you safe while driving on wet and 
slippery roadways.  

We also provide tips on ways to protect your online 
orders from porch pirates during the busy holiday 
shopping season.  It is important to have a plan in place 
to keep “porch pirates” from targeting your home.

It is my privilege to serve as Executive Director of VSI.  
If you have questions or concerns about crime prevention 
or public safety efforts in your community — I urge you 
to contact your sheriff’s office.  

Thank you again for your continued support, and I wish 
you and your family a safe and enjoyable fall.

Sincerely,

John W. Jones, Executive Director 
Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute 
901 East Byrd Street, Suite 1301 
Richmond, Virginia 23219
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Date: 	 Saturday, October 24, 2026, 10am-2pm
About:	 This annual event helps residents safely 

dispose of unused, unwanted, and expired 
medications at local law enforcement agencies. 

Where: For a list of participating locations, visit 
https://www.dea.gov/takebackday

Why It is Important:  This event helps prevent 
prescription drug abuse in communities  
and helps keep trace drugs out of our lakes 
and streams.

DRUG TAKE BACK DAY

According to federal Department of Transportation 
data, 833 traffic deaths were reported in Virginia in 
2025, reflecting a 9.2% decline.   While this reduction is 
encouraging, it is still a high number of deaths on our 
roadways, many of which are preventable. As fall arrives 
and brings changing road conditions, you should keep 
these tips in mind:

1.  Prepare your vehicle.  Check that your windshield 
wipers, headlights, and brake lights are working 
properly, and make sure your tires have adequate 
tread and proper tire pressure.

2. Adjust to changing road conditions.  Rain, wet 
leaves, and early morning frost can make roads 
slippery.  Slow down, leave extra distance between 
vehicles, and avoid sudden braking or sharp turns.  If 
your vehicle begins to hydroplane, keep the steering 
wheel straight and gently ease off the accelerator 
until you regain traction.

3.	 Be extra alert at dawn and dusk.  Shorter days 
mean more drivers are on the road during low-light 
conditions, when visibility is reduced.  Be extra 
vigilant in school zones, obey speed limits, and 
watch for children crossing the road.

FALL SAFETY TIPS

The Virginia Sheriffs’ Association (VSA) congratulates 
the 2026 recipients of the Deputy Sheriff of the 
Year, Dispatcher of the Year, and the Valor Award.  
These awards provide an excellent means for VSA to 
recognize the meritorious contributions of Virginia’s 
professional deputy sheriffs and dispatchers.  While all 
of this year’s nominees were honorable, the committee 
selected the following members for going above and 
beyond the call of duty.

2026 Deputy Sheriff of the Year Award: Bedford 
County Investigator Robert Burnette was honored for 
his outstanding work leading the investigation into the 
2022 murder of Katlyn Lyon.  Through a meticulous 
investigation that included interviews, neighborhood 
canvasses, and critical digital evidence, Investigator 
Burnette helped identify and build the case against 
the victim’s ex-boyfriend, who was convicted of first-
degree murder in 2025 and sentenced to life in prison.

2026 Dispatcher of the Year Award: Loudoun County 
Dispatcher Jonathan Marsceau was recognized for his 
exceptional professionalism, calm under pressure, 
and unwavering commitment to public safety.  Since 
joining the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office in 
2023, he has earned the trust of colleagues and first 
responders through his outstanding performance during 
critical incidents, including providing lifesaving CPR 
instructions to a caller during a cardiac arrest and 
coordinating emergency resources during a serious 
deputy-involved crash. 

The following law enforcement officers received 
the 2026 Valor Award: Investigator Ed Clark, Henry 
County Sheriff’s Office; Sergeant Steven Bodek, Deputy 
Seth Caveness, and Canine Deputy Slate White, Nelson 
County Sheriff’s Office; Deputy Schuyler Sibley, New 
Kent County Sheriff’s Office; Sergeant Joshua Bowers 
and Deputy James Young, Carroll County Sheriff’s Office.

2026 AWARD WINNERS

Every day, Virginia’s sheriffs and deputies 
answer the call to serve their communities.  
Behind them is another network of support 
made possible by members like you.  
The Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute (VSI) 
exists to strengthen public safety across 
the Commonwealth through education, 
professional development, scholarships, and 
assistance when it is needed most.  Every 
program tells the story of people whose lives 
have been touched because members choose to 
stand behind Virginia’s sheriffs and deputies.

This year, VSI awarded $64,000 in 
scholarships to 66 students pursuing criminal 
justice degrees at Virginia colleges and 
universities — an investment in the next 
generation of public safety professionals.   
Among those recipients is Arely Solis Artola, 
a George Mason University criminology 
student whose goal is to become a detective 
before ultimately serving with the FBI’s 
Victim Services Division. 

Thanks in part to her VSI scholarship, she is one 
step closer to turning that dream into a career 
serving others.  Her story is just one example 
of how your membership is helping shape the 
future of law enforcement in Virginia.

Some of VSI’s most meaningful work comes 
during life’s hardest moments.  Through 
the Virginia Law Enforcement Memorial 
Fund, VSI helps communities create lasting 
tributes to officers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice.  Last fall, the VSI helped support 
the dedication of a new Fallen Officers 
Monument in Charles City County, Virginia, 
honoring Deputy Michael Walizer and Sgt. 
Floyd Miles Jr. and ensuring their service and 
sacrifice will never be forgotten.

Every Virginia Law Enforcement Memorial 
license plate purchased and displayed by 

citizens on their vehicles helps support the 
Virginia Law Enforcement Memorial Fund, 
ensuring that fallen officers are remembered 
and honored for generations to come.

VSI is also there to support law enforcement 
families in times of immediate need.  When 
Carroll County Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Logan Utt was killed in the line of duty 
on May 29, 2026, VSI provided its $5,000 
in-line-of-duty death benefit to help ease 
funeral expenses and offer support during an 
unimaginably difficult time.

With your assistance, VSI invests in the 
people serving Virginians today.  Through its 
Certification Program, sheriffs and deputies 
continue developing their leadership and 
professional skills throughout their careers.  
Past VSI President and Henrico County Sheriff 
Alisa Gregory, who earned her certification 
this year said, “Earning this certification 
alongside fellow sheriffs and deputies across 
the Commonwealth has reinforced the value 
of continued professional growth, strong 
leadership, and service-driven excellence.” 

These are just a few examples of how 
your membership makes a difference.  
Member support also helps make possible 
educational conferences, a school for newly 
elected sheriffs, executive leadership and 
employment training, the weekly Virginia 
Sheriffs’ Dispatch, an online newsletter, 
partnerships with organizations that support 
survivors and victims and many other 
programs that strengthen public safety across 
the Commonwealth. 

None of these important programs would 
be possible without you.  Thank you for 
ensuring Virginia’s sheriffs and deputies 
have the resources they need to serve, lead, 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP AT WORK ACROSS VA

We are excited to announce that we 
have expanded the online merchandise 
store with new apparel and accessories 
that let you show your support for 
Virginia sheriffs’ offices wherever you 
go.  Our restocked inventory includes 
fleece vests, full-zip jackets, long-
sleeved polos, knit beanies, fleece 
blankets, tumblers, license plate 
frames, and garden flags. 

Every purchase helps advance VSI’s 
mission and the programs that benefit 
Virginia’s sheriffs, deputies, and the 
communities they serve.  Whether you 
are shopping for yourself or looking for 
the perfect holiday gift, don’t delay – the 
store closes on October 2nd.  Visit the online store at 
https://va-sheriffs-merch.myshopify.com or scan the 
QR code to explore the full collection and wear your 
support for Virginia sheriffs and deputies with pride.

MERCH MARKET  
OPENING SEPT. 14!
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